
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AUGUST 2020    
 

NEWS UPDATE 
 
 

It has been a challenging time with the 
COVID-19 restrictions, and we must remain 
vigilant about hygiene and social distancing.  
Let’s hope all these events go ahead. 
 
Mark these dates in your calendar. 
 
Muster Dates for 2020  

 

30 AUGUST 

27 SEPTEMBER 

25 OCTOBER 

15 NOVEMBER 
 

Other BHPC Dates for 2020  
 

Inter-Pony Club gymkhana - Moggill 

23 AUGUST 

Training day 

13 SEPTEMBER 

Derby Day 

11 OCTOBER 

Awards & AGM 

22 NOVEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pony Club Queensland compliant gear  
To be covered by PCQ insurance when riding, the 
gear you use on your horse, as well as your own 
riding gear (including your helmet and boots) must 
comply with PCQ requirements.  
 
Look up the requirements in the 2020 Saddlery and 
Gear Check Book on the Rulebooks page of the 
PCQ website 
https://ponyclubqld.com.au/resources/rulebooks/. 
 
Remember to check your helmet for compliance with 
PCQ regulations. This is each rider’s responsibility. 
 

Helmets need to comply with the following 
standards:    

AS/NZS 3838 (AU) and ARB HS 2012  
PAS 015 (UK)  
ASTM F 1163 (USA)  
VGI (Europe)    
EN1384 – Only for helmets with manufacture 
date up to and including 2015.    

 
NOTE: Helmet compliance expires 5 years from date 

of manufacture.   
 

https://ponyclubqld.com.au/resources/rulebooks/


 

 
Chief Instructor’s Report 
 
Muster Report – Sunday 26 July 
Many thanks to the instructors who helped on the 
day. We had a ‘horseless’ wet weather muster due to 
the rain the day before and overnight. A great turnout 
with 25 junior rider members attending. We also 
welcomed 3 children on a Trial Day at Pony Club.  
 
Thanks so much to the instructors who were able to 
assist. Peter and Erika did a great session including 
equine behaviour, horse footfalls, and bits.  Liz, 
Jennifer and I ran the horse management session, 
with thanks to our patient horse volunteers Ivan and 
Nick. Rugging, grooming, travelling, and hoof care 
were all covered. Team games and rider class 
without horses, finished the morning.  
 
Combined Training practise – Sunday 9 August 
The club held a Combined Training practice on 
Sunday 9 August with 16 riders attending. Combined 
Training consists of 2 separate phases: dressage 
and show jumping.  
 
Even our youngest riders did a Walk-Trot dressage 
test and rode around the 20 cm showjumping course. 
 
Unfortunately we had a rider fall and horse loose. 
These incidents emphasise how important it is for all 
gates to be closed, and all riding to stop when these 
accidents happen.  
 
Goodwill Gymkhana – Sunday 23 August 
Moggill Pony Club has invited Brookfield, Yarawa 
and Karana Downs Pony Clubs to take part in a 
Goodwill Gymkhana event for neighbouring clubs on 
Sunday 23 August. Presentation will be natural (no 
plaiting required), but horse and all gear must be 
clean, and formal uniform worn.  
 
We encourage our members to participate. A great 
way for our young and older riders to learn about 
competing at a friendly local event.  It would be great 
to get a big team from BHPC along on the day. Email 
Sandy at sandypollitt@hotmail.com by 5 pm Tuesday 
18 August to let me know if you are coming to the 
gykhana to assist Moggill with catering 
requirements.. 
 

 
 
Next Muster – Sunday 30 August – 9 am – 2 pm 
This muster will be our Sporting Gymkhana which is 
one of our yearly Club competition days. The 
programme will be: Rider Class, AM7 Show Jumping 
and 6 games (bending, bounce pony, scudda ho, 
stockhorse challenge, Nambour nuisance, barrel 
race). Rider class notes are included at the end of 
the newsletter. 
 
Riders should attend in the club’s formal uniform - 
long sleeved beige formal shirt, tie, green vest or 
pullover, beige jodhpurs or beige stockman trousers.  
 
The Uniform Order Form is on the BHPC website -  
https://www.brookfieldponyclub.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/02/BHPC.uniform-Order-form-
2.pdf 
 
To comply with COVID-19 contact tracing 
requirements, please let me know the following: 
    The name of rider/s attending in your family 
    The name of the parent/s and any other family 
members attending  
 
Email Sandy at sandypollitt@hotmail.com by 5 pm 
Wednesday 26 August to let me know if you are 
coming to the muster or not. 
 
We have to be very careful to comply with all 
Government requirements regarding keeping an 
accurate attendance record for contact tracing 
purposes.  
 
Members will be needed to assist with show jumping 
setup on Saturday afternoon and games on Sunday 
morning. 
 
BHPC Management Committee Report  
 
Bendigo Bank Referral Agreement 
BHPC has a Referral Agreement with Bendigo and 
Adelaide Bank whereby business generated by club 
members produces remuneration for the Club. 
Please ask the Committee for more details if you are 
considering a bank loan. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sandypollitt@hotmail.com
https://www.brookfieldponyclub.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/BHPC.uniform-Order-form-2.pdf
https://www.brookfieldponyclub.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/BHPC.uniform-Order-form-2.pdf
https://www.brookfieldponyclub.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/BHPC.uniform-Order-form-2.pdf
mailto:sandypollitt@hotmail.com


 
Cemetery car park on market days 
Market parking is no longer allowed in the cemetery 
car park on market days. The Brisbane City Council 
has put up signs to that effect near the gate. This 
should make access to the car park much easier and 
safer for riders coming with horse floats on market 
days. Please ensure that the gate to the car park is 
kept shut whenever there are horses on the reserve.  
 
We thank Councillor Greg Adermann for his support 
of the local equestrian community, playground users 
and cemetery visitors with regard to this matter. 
 
COVID-19 Report 
The health and safety of members, coaches, visitors, 
families and the broader community is the number 
one priority of the Club. The club’s COVID-19 Safety 
Plan is based on the Outdoor Sports Industry Covid 
Safe Plan v5.  
 
The Management Committee endorses the 
government COVIDSafe app and encourages all 
members to download and use the app.  
 
The Club will promote good personal hygiene 
practices in and around musters and training 
sessions and in Club facilities. 

 
You must bring a completed PCQ Horse and 
Participation Health Declaration to each muster or 
training clinic. Hand it to Sophie Weitemeyer or 
another committee member before activities start.  
 
The Brookfield Showground PIC number is 
QJBB0368. 
 
Reminders 
Hendra Virus vaccination certificates 
When your horse receives its Hendra virus 
vaccination, please forward your Zoetis certificate to 
Sophie Weitemeyer, our Horse Health Officer 
(sophie.weitemeyer@bigpond.com) so that our club 
records are kept up to date. 
 
No horse is to be brought to a muster or clinic unless 
it is registered with the club, and its Hendra 
vaccination certificate has been provided.  
 
Working Bee requirements  
Anyone wanting to complete their working bee 
requirements, please email Sandy for a list of jobs 
that can be done at a time to suit you.   
 

 

mailto:sophie.weitemeyer@bigpond.com


Rider Class Notes for the Sporting Gymkhana 
 

Rider class is judged on rider position, correct use of aids & correct workout. The workout will depend 

on the ages and abilities of the riders in the group. Younger riders will only be asked to walk and trot a 

fairly simple workout. Older riders will be asked to ride at walk, trot and canter a more complex 

workout. 

 

Rider Position  

Straight line through ear, shoulder, hip and heel. Leg stretched down with lower leg held still against 

horse, not loose or swinging. Heel pressed down, not raised up, heel slightly lower than toe. Feet 

parallel with the horse’s sides, toes not turned out. Hips level with equal weight of seat in the saddle. 

Shoulders square, not rounded. Back straight and stretched tall, not rounded or hollow. Rider not 

leaning forward, particularly be aware of this when changing gait. Hands carried slightly above the 

horse’s wither, with thumbs on top. Arms not stiff and straight, but with bend at elbows. Straight line 

from elbow, through hands to bit. Hands follow the horse’s movement at walk and canter, steady at 

trot. Elbows carried neatly at sides. Seat is independent of the reins. Rider is balanced. Rider is not stiff 

and tense. Eyes up, looking forward, not down at horse. 

 

Correct Use of Aids  

Rider applies aids correctly and effectively. Correct aids for riding straight lines, curves and circles, 

moving forward and halt. Correct aids to change direction and gait. Rider on correct diagonal at rising 

trot, and horse on correct lead at canter. If incorrect, the judge wants to see attempts to correct instantly. 

 

Correct Workout  

During individual workout, rider keeps horse at an even rhythm in each gait. The horse is straight when 

moving on straight lines, and bends correctly when moving on a circle or curve. Transitions are smooth 

and at the correct place. Size of circles – rider to use entire area, circles should be properly round and 

the same size. Centre line between circles is straight for a few strides, and the same centre line is used 

throughout workout. Rider can use the judge as one marker and distant object, e.g. post, for other 

marker to get centre line correct each time. 

 

Judge’s instructions 

Listen carefully to the judge when the workout is described. Ride exactly the workout that the judge 

asks for. If unsure, ask the judge again before starting your workout. When it is your turn, ride forward 

out of the group, halt and salute your judge before you start, and salute again at the end of your 

workout. Stand respectfully, with horse on contact, quietly watching others take their turn. Riders can 

lose points for talking in line and not paying attention. Wait for previous rider to return to their place 

before leaving the line of horses for your turn. Instantly correct any mistakes, e.g. if horse breaks from 

canter back to trot, immediately balance and ask again for canter. Wait for presentation of ribbons to be 

completed before moving away. If you win a ribbon, congratulate other place getters and thank your 

judge. 
 

 



 

Breakdown on Illowra Street 
 

Breaking down with your horse float in the middle of a busy road is something we all fear 

happening to us. What would you do?? 

 

Instructor Liz reports on her experience and the benefits of training your horse to load and unload 

reliably before venturing too far with it, as well as having RACQ membership. 

 

“ Are you in a dangerous situation?” 

“Do you have children or animals in the car with you?” the RACQ operator asked. 

“Yes and yes” I said. “I have broken down in the middle lane on a steep hill approaching traffic 

lights in rush hour. I have a horse on a horse float with me. I am blocking the carriageway.” 

 

That was enough for the RACQ operator to assure me of priority rescue. I felt a bit of a drama 

queen as Ivan, my horse, was contentedly munching his hay and watching the crazy drivers 

swerve around him. 

 

I put out my six lime green water buckets to warn traffic as I had no witches hats until a helpful 

Brisbane City Council worker stopped to help me and put out his safety cones and directed 

traffic. RACQ came promptly, diagnosed a failed starter motor, called a tow truck and then 

became very concerned about unloading a horse in the middle of a busy three lane road. 

 

“No problem.” I said. “This horse is calm and very well trained to walk straight on and off the 

float in a straight line.” This I know and my confidence and that of my coach, who had kindly 

arrived to take us home, reassured the RACQ staff and BCC. 

 

This is my take home message. Practice loading and unloading your horse at home. You need 

to be 100% confident your horse will do this well in any situation. This means doing it in the 

dark, in the rain, when you are in a rush or stressed out. Whilst it may be a bit of an unknown 

or a nuisance if your horse sometimes hesitates to load and it may make you late for Pony Club 

or a lesson, it can be a matter of life or death or a very serious accident if safe loading and 

unloading cannot be relied upon. 

 

So all is well that ends well. Within two hours of our incident at The Gap, thanks to the 

kindness of several people and our trust, Ivan and I were safely home in Anstead and my car 

was on a tow truck to be repaired at Eight Mile Plains. Two days later we were out training 

again. 

 

 

Liz Terry 

Instructor 



TOXIC PLANTS - FIREWEED 

Fireweed looks like a daisy with pretty, little, yellow flowers, you might see it growing in your paddocks. 

It’s TOXIC to horses!! 

Fireweed is an introduced weed that competes strongly with pasture species and is toxic to livestock. 

Fireweed plants are 10–60 cm tall. Most fireweed is low growing, with many branches.  

 

 

 

Fireweed contains chemicals called pyrrolizidine alkaloids. Livestock that eat it get liver damage. The 

damage is irreversible and gets worse the more fireweed an animal eats. Hay or grain contaminated with 

fireweed plants or seeds can poison livestock. 

Horses that eat enough of the plant can develop photosensitisation with unpigmented skin becoming 

sensitive to sunlight, reddening and peeling away. Symptoms can include dullness, an uncoordinated gait, 

reduced awareness and possible blindness. 

For long-term fireweed control combine grazing strategies, pasture improvement, and strategic herbicide 

use. Pull out individual plants in small, isolated patches or sensitive environmental areas. Wear gloves to 

protect skin from the plant’s poisons. Bag and dispose of the pulled out plants. Fireweed remains toxic after 

being cut and becomes more attractive to stock when it is dry, so more likely to cause poisoning. 

Please scour your paddocks for this poisonous plant, it must not be left to spread its seeds and multiply 

throughout your paddocks. 



 

BROOKFIELD HORSE & PONY CLUB SPONSORSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to our long term sponsor - WestVETS                                                                                   
 

 

 

Their continued generosity supports the purchase of ribbons 

and trophies, provides prizes, and helps us to run our 

competition days and Official  

PCQ events. 
  

 

 

 

Please support the 
business that supports 

our club 

http://www.westvets.com.au/

