Brookfield Horse & Pony Club Inc.

Commitment to uphold and promote the Universal Principle

The Queensland Government's Universal Principle for Child Safety requires
organizations to create environments where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children feel welcome, safe, valued, included, and respected, recognizing their right to
cultural safety, which is integral to overall child safety and wellbeing, alongside the
mandatory 10 Child Safe Standards under the new Child Safe Organisation Act 2024. It
means taking meaningful action to ensure cultural safety, as defined by First Nations
people, and connecting children to their culture, family, and community.

Key Aspects of the Universal Principle:

e Cultural Safety: Moving beyond simple awareness to actively creating environments
where First Nations children can practice their culture and feel truly safe and
accepted.

e Integration: It's not separate from the 10 Child Safe Standards; it must be woven
into every aspect of how organizations implement those standards.

e Child-Led Definition: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people define and
measure cultural safety; organizations must listen and respond.

e Protective Factor: A strong connection to culture is a proven protective factor for the
safety and wellbeing of First Nations children.

Brookfield Horse & Pony Club commits to:

e Empower Children: Ensure children feel safe to express their views and raise
concerns.

e Build Capability: Develop staff skills to recognize and respond to harm, including
risks to cultural safety.

e Promote Inclusion: Design spaces and programs that are inclusive and reflect
cultural diversity.

e Collaborate: Work with local Elders and community partners to create culturally
appropriate environments.

This principle ensures that child safety is holistic, recognizing that for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children, cultural safety is fundamental to being safe and thriving.



