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SEPTEMBER 2026  
 

BHPC dates – please diarise  
 
Muster dates  

Sunday 20 September - Muster 
Sunday 25 October – ODE muster 
Sunday 15 November - Fancy Dress muster 
 
Other 2026 activities: 

Sunday 11 October – Dressage & Derby Training 
afternoon 
Sunday 22 November - AGM, Awards Presentation 
& Break up party 
Friday 11 December - Brookfield Bush Christmas 
canteen 

 
Pony Club Queensland (PCQ) competition  
Competing at any PCQ events gains points for 
our riders towards the prestigious BHPC End of 
Year Competitor Awards.  
 
Please send Chief Instructor Sandy your results 
from official PCQ competition events to be in the 
running for our BHPC Senior and Junior 
competitor awards.  
 
Email chiefinstructor@brookfieldponyclub.org.au 
or text 0400 952 002. 
 

Pony Club Australia (PCA) gear rules  

Remember to check your helmet for compliance with 
Pony Club Australia National Gear Rules – this is 
each rider’s responsibility. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MANY THANKS TO OUR BHPC 2026 BUSH 
DANCE SPONSOR 

VERSATILE ASSET SOLUTIONS 

 

Versatile Asset Solutions (VAS) provides 
professional and specialised support services to 
organisations operating within sensitive and 
high-trust environments. 
versatileassetsoultions@hotmail.com 

 
SEPTEMBER MUSTER SPONSOR 

Sincere thanks to one of our longterm major sponsors 
BROOKFIELD VETERINARY SURGERY for their 
ongoing muster sponsorship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brookfield Veterinary Surgery is owned by husband 
and wife team Dr Catherine Toft and Dr Charlie 
Eggers.  Their mission is to provide a lifetime of care 
for your pets in a practice where your animals 
become part of their extended family. 
https://brookfieldvet.com.au/ 

mailto:chiefinstructor@brookfieldponyclub.org.au
mailto:versatileassetsoultions@hotmail.com
https://brookfieldvet.com.au/
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Chief Instructor’s Report 

Musters 

August Muster – Formal Gymkhana 
We had 16 riders attend the Formal Gymkhana 
muster, including 1 adult rider and 1 Come & Try 
rider. Our riders looked fabulous with horses 
groomed and plaited, and riders well presented.  
 
Many thanks to the instructors and trainee instructors 
who assisted at our gymkhana. A very special thank 
you to past-chief instructor of BHPC Sue Austin who 
acted as guest judge for presentation and rider class. 
Sue gave lots of helpful advice and feedback to the 
riders, and noted how much improvement she had 
observed in our riders. 
 
Lots of riders with personal bests, great camaraderie 
with riders cheering each other on, everyone happily 
helping with pull-down. 
 
Congratulations to everyone who took part and to our 
Group placegetters.  
 
Group 1: Equal 1st Angus McMamaugh, Nicky 
Thorpe, 3rd Piper McMaugh, 4th Kurt Buchberger 
Group 2: 1st Penny Farago, 2nd Isla Coggan, 3rd 
Metilda Buchberger 
Group 3: 1st Ida Martin, 2nd Amelia McKay, 3rd 
Olivia Slatter, 4th Maisie Fraser 
Group 4: 1st Sophia McMillan, 2nd Georgia Pollitt. 
3rd Maddi Pollitt  
 
September Muster – 8 am – approx. 2 pm on 20 
September – Summer uniform - riders come in 
Informal uniform (white polo shirt or long sleeved 
green cool shirt). 
 
Plan to arrive by 7.30 am to be ready for an 8 am 
start. Adult riders are invited to come for their own 
lesson in the long yard at 7 am before the muster. 
 
The September muster aims to prepare our riders 
for our One Day Event (ODE) muster in October. 
Muster activities will include dressage and cross 

country jumping, as well as games and target 
challenge. Riders jumping cross country will need 
to wear a body protector. After lunch, for those 
keen riders who wish to take part, we will run a 
time trial around the oval. A great chance to 
practise riding to time, trotting or cantering a 
kilometre on a good flat grass surface cheered on 
by your horsey friends!! 
 
For those new to competition, an ODE consists of 
3 separate phases: dressage, cross country and 
show jumping. At the ODE muster, even the 
youngest riders do a dressage test (parents are 
most welcome in the dressage arena) and get 
around the cross country course (may be led). 
Please note that the format may be dependent on 
the weather. If it is a hot day, we will run a Derby 
(cross country with show jumps on the course) to 
shorten the day. 
 
During the lunch break, we will be acknowledging 
the completion of the Rita O’Hanlon Arena 
refencing and drainage project with a special 
ceremony to which Dr Christiam Rowan MP has 
been invited. Dr Rowan’s election promise of 
funding which was administered through the 
Department of Sport, Racing and Olympic and 
Paralympic Games enabled the club to undertake 
this major project. 
 
The canteen will be open for morning tea with home 
baking, tea, coffee and cold drinks available. We are 
planning an easy sausage sizzle lunch. 
 
** To assist with organising groups and instructors, 
could all riders please let Sandy know if you are 
coming or not coming to the muster (email 
chiefinstructor@brookfieldponyclub.org.au or text 
0400 952 002) by 5 pm Tuesday 15 September.  
 
Other activities 

 
BHPC Beach Ride – Tuesday 22 September 2026 

During the Spring School holidays, we are planning 
to have a pony club beach ride at Beachmere, along 
the section of beach where horse riding is allowed. 

 
It takes approx. 1.5 hours from Brookfield 
Showgrounds to arrive at Louise Drive, Beachmere, 
where we will park our horse floats. 

 

mailto:chiefinstructor@brookfieldponyclub.org.au
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All pony club Gear Rules will apply, except that you 
do not need to wear our BHPC uniform - but your 
shirt must have sleeves. Parents will be required to 
accompany riders on the beach, and must wear 
closed-in shoes - an old pair of joggers is best, as 
they will be getting wet. No thongs or crocks allowed.  

  
The beach session will be under the control and 
supervision of BHPC instructors, and will start with 
arrival at the beach at 11.30am.  

 

To make sure we are organised with the number of 
instructors and helpers required, everyone who 
intends to come along must let Erika know. Please 
email Erika at erikawoodland@bigpond.com  or else 
text her on 0407 860 568 with the name of rider and 
supervising adult attending by Sunday 20 September. 

 

 
 
We had a fabulous trip to Beachmere last September 
school holidays!! The riders had so much fun with 
their horses and friends. 
 
Adult rider group  
Adult riders at BHPC can take part in the adult 
rider lesson before each muster, can attend 
fortnightly lessons on Thursday afternoons led by 
instructor Liz Terry, as well as riding at musters 
and at all our clinics, training sessions and camp.  
 
If you are interested, please contact Adult Rider 
Group Co-ordinator Olivia Pollitt at 
oliviapollitt@yahoo.com.au  for more details. 
Show jumping clinics with Naomi 
BHPC Level 1 coach Naomi Brett is offering our 
club riders showjumping lessons to develop their 

knowledge, skills and confidence.  Another clinic is 
planned for 19 September.  
 
Please email Naomi at naomilbrett@hotmail.com 
or phone her on 0404 024 994 to book a lesson or 
with any queries regarding lesson fees. 
 
Paddock maintenance 
Check out the information on toxic and invasive 
weeds on page 5. 
 
BHPC Management Committee Report  

Committee members and other officials 

There is a vacancy on the Management Committee 
due to Katie O’Rorke leaving the Committee. Our 
sincere thanks to Katie for her hard work as a 
Committee member and as Canteen Co-ordinator 
over the last 3 years. The Committee will be seeking 
expressions of interest for a person/s to take on this 
role either starting this year or in the new year.  
 
The Management Committee meets monthly, usually 
on the first Tuesday night of each month at the 
Clubhouse at 7 pm. Members are welcome to attend. 
Minutes of each Committee meeting are available 
from the BHPC Secretary at 
secretary@brookfieldponyclub.org.au.  
 
BHPC Bush Dance  

We held our bush dance in the Brookfield Hall on 
Sat 15 August with the band “Bushland Boogie” 
providing us with fabulous music and 
entertainment. It was a fun-filled family night with 
plenty of laughter, dancing, yummy food and 
wonderful company. Thanks to everyone who 
worked so hard to make it such a great night.  
 

 

mailto:erikawoodland@bigpond.com
mailto:oliviapollitt@yahoo.com.au
mailto:naomilbrett@hotmail.com
../../../../BHPC%202024/2024%20Newsletters/secretary@brookfieldponyclub.org.au
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Brookfield Reserve 
The Brisbane City Council has completed 
rehabilitation work in the Reserve with the bunting 
removed around the turf that was laid in late July. 
The turf is still getting established, so please ride 
carefully over it, no sharp turns or sudden stops. 
 
For the safety of you and your horse, please use 
the horse gate rather than the pedestrian gates to 
access the Reserve and Rita O’Hanlon arena. The 
pedestrian gates are narrow with a fixed metal 
latch inside the gateway which could injure your 
horse if it makes contact with the latch while being 
led through.   
 
BHPC Working Bee – 12 September 
A huge thankyou to the members who helped at our 
September working bee. It was great to have 7 
children who came along to help. It was a fantastic 
effort to get the top and middle rails of the arena 
fence and portable cross country jumps oiled.  
 

 
 
Fundraising  
In addition to running our canteen at various 
events, extra vital income for the club is provided 
by sponsorship of our musters, as well as our 
Containers for Change program.  
 
Sponsorship opportunities 
If you, your family or friends have a business you 
want to promote, please consider becoming a club 
sponsor. For information on BHPC sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact our Sponsorship 
Officer at 
sponsorships@brookfieldponyclub.org.au. The 
BHPC committee would love to hear from you!! 
 

Containers for Change 
BHPC is registered with Containers for Change, so 
we can boost our fundraising efforts. There are 2 
ways you can help.  
 
1. Collect recyclable items at home, bring along to 
the monthly muster and place in our big green 
recycle barrel. Many thanks to those who bring their 
recyclables to the clubhouse.   
OR  
2. Take your own recyclables to a Containers for 
Change facility and use the BHPC barcode or Team 
Member Number to donate to our club.  
 
BHPC barcode 
 

 
 
Team Member Number - C11460038.  
 
The funds go straight into our BHPC bank account.  
 

Reminders  

Riding in the Long Yard 
As part of the Brookfield Showground, the Long Yard 
is managed by the Brookfield Recreation Reserve 
Trust. The Trust’s policy allows only BHPC riders to 
ride in the Long Yard, and there is no charge for its 
use. You can use the lights at night time, but there 
will be a charge for that use. 
 
Riders are required to book their use of the Long 
Yard on–line at least 4 days in advance through the 
Brookfield Showground webpage at 
https://www.brookfieldshowground.com.au/facilities/lo
ng-yard/ . Riders need to enter their pony club 
membership number when applying to use the Long 
Yard. 
 
Use of BHPC jumping equipment in the long yard 
BHPC riders can use some of the BHPC show 
jumping equipment in the long yard arena. This is 
aimed to provide greater access to our equipment for 
our riders.  
 
For safety reasons due to the limited size of the long 
yard arena, riders must be under the supervision of a 
Pony Club coach or Equestrian Australia coach, or 

mailto:sponsorships@brookfieldponyclub.org.au
https://www.brookfieldshowground.com.au/facilities/long-yard/
https://www.brookfieldshowground.com.au/facilities/long-yard/
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an adult club member who has completed a course in 
showjump course building.  
 
Adults, please let Sandy know if you would like to 
participate in a Showjump Course Building Clinic.  
 
Due to the size of the arena, the equipment that can 
be used is limited to 6 sets of show jump wings from 
the jump trailer, and the required jump cups and rails. 
All equipment must be put away after use.  
 

Again, the long yard must be booked through the 
Brookfield Showground website at least 4 days in 
advance. You must also inform Chief Instructor 
Sandy that you plan to use the jumps and the 
name of the supervising coach or adult. 

 
Use of other Pony Clubs’ grounds 
A number of other Pony Clubs allow PCQ riders to 
use their grounds for a fee. Locally, these are Moggill 
and Karana Downs Pony Clubs. You can book and 
pay for use of these grounds online at 
www.nominate.com.au. 

http://www.nominate.com.au/
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With the growing season upon us, here is a timely reminder of 2 weeds to look out for and 

eradicate! 

TOXIC WEED - FIREWEED 

It’s not a pretty flowering plant, it’s fireweed and it is TOXIC to horses!! It is an introduced weed that 

competes strongly with pasture species and is toxic to livestock. Fireweed plants grow 10–60 cm tall, with 

many branches.  
 

Fireweed contains chemicals called pyrrolizidine 

alkaloids. Horses that eat enough of the plant can 

develop photosensitisation with unpigmented skin 

becoming sensitive to sunlight, reddening and 

peeling away. Brain damage can occur.  

 

For long-term fireweed control combine grazing 

strategies, pasture improvement, and strategic 

herbicide use. Pull out individual plants in small, 

isolated patches or sensitive environmental areas. 

Wear gloves to protect skin from the plant’s 

poisons. Bag and dispose of the pulled out plants. 

Fireweed remains toxic after being cut and 

becomes more attractive to stock and thus more 

likely to cause poisoning. 

Please scour your paddocks for this poisonous plant, it must not be left to multiply and spread throughout your 

paddocks and neighbourhood. Visit Fireweed (daf.qld.gov.au) for more information. 

 

INVASIVE WEED – DYSCHORISTE DEPRESSA 

Be on the lookout for Dyschoriste (Dyschoriste depressa). It grows from seeds that are explosively released 

from its small fruits, but can also grow from cuttings when you mow the weeds, so the more you mow these 

weeds, the thicker it grows. It can be carried on the underside of mowers, which also spreads it, so blow or 

wash off your equipment to remove any fragments of the weed.  

  

Dyschoriste has spread at an alarming 

rate in recent years. Such infestations 

have the potential to take over your 

paddocks resulting in no grazing for your 

horses. It can be controlled by spraying 

with a herbicide (eg, Dicamba), but may 

need several applications as seeds and 

cuttings continue to sprout new plants.  

 

  

 

 

 

More information can be obtained at https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/dyschoriste. 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/67167/fireweed.pdf
https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/dyschoriste
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BROOKFIELD HORSE & PONY CLUB SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 
     A huge Thank You to our long term major sponsors  

 

 

 

Sincere thanks to our sponsors and donors in 2026: 

FEBRUARY MUSTER SPONSOR - VIZI ENERGY - https://www.vizi.com.au 

MARCH MUSTER SPONSOR – BRISBANE SMILES - https://www.brisbanesmiles.com.au/ 

APRIL MUSTER SPONSOR – BRISBANE SMILES - https://www.brisbanesmiles.com.au/ 

MAY BROOKFIELD SHOW CANTEEN SPONSOR – SCI-FLEET TOYOTA - https://scifleettoyota.com.au/ 

MAY BROOKFIELD SHOW BENDING & BARREL RACES SPONSOR – THE FAT COW GOURMET MEATS - 
https://www.fatcowgourmetmeats.com.au/ 

MAY MUSTER SPONSOR – GLEN BORG CONSTRUCTIONS - glenborgconstructions@outlook.com 

JUNE BHPC MUSTER SPONSOR – BROOKFIELD VETERINARY SURGERY - https://brookfieldvet.com.au/ 

JULY BHPC MUSTER SPONSOR – BLINK EQUINE – hickorygold@gmail.com 

AUGUST BHPC COMBINED TRAINING SPONSOR – BROOKIES RURAL TRADERS - 
https://brookiesruraltraders.com.au/ 

AUGUST BHPC COMBINED TRAINING RAFFLE DONORS – WESTVETS, BLINK EQUINE, SADDLEWORLD, 
HORSELAND, DR CHRISTIAN ROWAN MP 

AUGUST BHPC MUSTER SPONSOR – BROOKFIELD VETERINARY SURGERY - https://brookfieldvet.com.au/ 

SEPTEMBER BHPC BUSH DANCE SPONSOR - VERSATILE ASSET SOLUTIONS - 
versatileassetsoultions@hotmail.com 

SEPTEMBER BHPC MUSTER SPONSOR – BROOKFIELD VETERINARY SURGERY - https://brookfieldvet.com.au/ 

 

The generosity of our sponsors and donors supports the purchase of equipment, ribbons and trophies, 
provides prizes, allows us to invite guest coaches and hire other venues, as well as allowing us to run 
Official PCQ events. 

 

Please support the 

businesses that 

support your club 

https://www.vizi.com.au/
https://www.brisbanesmiles.com.au/
https://www.brisbanesmiles.com.au/
https://scifleettoyota.com.au/
https://www.fatcowgourmetmeats.com.au/
mailto:glenborgconstructions@outlook.com
https://brookfieldvet.com.au/
mailto:hickorygold@gmail.com
https://brookiesruraltraders.com.au/
https://brookfieldvet.com.au/
https://brookfieldvet.com.au/

